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Srl:

Foreword

by
Oppiliappan Koil Srl. V. Sadagopan

**x*x

The Vedas have six anga-s (auxiliaries). They are SlkshA (Phonetics), VyAkaraNa
(Grammar), Chandas (Metre), nirukta (Etymology), Kalpa (Rituals) and Jyotisha
(Astrology). The fifth anga, the Kalpa provides a home for the Srauta and Grhya sUtra-
s. The observance of these maxims/codes helps to build up one's Vaidika Srl and firms
up one's adherence to the Vedic way of life prescribed for the members of the different
ASrams like Brahmacaryam and Grhasta. This observance is a type of nOnpu/Vratam.
When successfully concluded, this "nOnpu™ ultimately results in receiving the
sanmAnam/reward of "saha bhojanam®” with Sri VaikuNThanAthAn at His Supreme
Abode of Paramapadam as a mukta Jeevan. Veda declares this Ananda anubhavam
(sosnute) as the Ultimate PurushArtham for a jeevan.

On this auspicious “Koodarai Vellum clr Govinda" dinam associated with the observance
of TiruppAvai nOnpu, as taught by ANDAL, Srl Hayagrlva likhita kaimkarya ghoshThl is
privileged to release the recently completed Doctoral Thesis of SrimAn N.V. Srinivasan
SVAmi of Chennai on Apastamblya Grhya sUtra-s. We thank him for his permission to
release this precious thesis in our Portal, www.sadagopan.org.

Srl NVS SvAmi is highly regarded in Astika circles as an erudite Brahaspati and an
authority on the performance of many Hindu samskArams in a blemishless manner.
With his well researched thesis on "Apastamblya Grhya sUtra-s, Swami has completed
a mahA Kaimkaryam to share his vast knowledge on the Grhya sUtra-s assembled by
ApAstamba for the benefit of aspiring AstikAs, who desire to learn more about the
ancient wisdom enshrined in these source granthams.

The Kalpa sUtra-s contain precious information indeed about Srauta and Grhya Karma-
s. The Srauta Karma-s deal with long and short yAgams lasting from a few days to an
entire year. Grhya sUtra-s are short Vedic rituals designed for a Grhastan. The Srauta
karmAs are done with three kinds of Agni-s (sacrificial fires). The Grhya KarmAs guided
by the Grhya sUtra-s are performed with just one Agni. The domestic rituals and rites
of a Grhastan are rooted in specific Veda SAkhA-s for the benefit of the observer. Grhya
sUtra-s are specifically intended for use by Grhasta-s. These Grhya sUtra-s like the one
assembled by Sage Apastamba is for those, who belong to the taittirlya recension of
the Krishna Yajur Veda as their Veda SAKhA. The other three Vedas have their own
Grhya sUtra-s like ASvalaya Grhya sUtra-s for the Rg Veda and Jaiminlya Grhya sUtra-s
for sAma Vedin-s and many more.

A gruhastan uses the Grhya sUtra-s to conduct Vedic rituals like conception (garbha
dAnam), birth, initiation (upanayanam), marriage et al. There are in all forty
samskArams in the pUrva prayogam section. These are described in Sadagopan.org
portal link of Srl Hayagrivan. It is a 48 page introduction to the forty Vedic samskAram-

i www.sadagopan.okg



s and is authored by Professor ThyAgarAjan of Madras University. There are many
mantram-s from the Kalpa sUtra-s with translations of the muUla mantra-s. This
valuable introduction to the Hindu samskAram-s is covered in the 55th e-book in the
Srl Hayagrivan series of our portal. The 27" e-book in the Sundarasimham series
covers Pradhana Satakam of SvAmi DeSikan, dealing with vedic rites and the 17" e-
book of Sri Hayagrivan series has more information on VedopAsana for liberation from
the cycles of births and deaths and for enjoying eternal Moksha Sukham of sAyujyam.

The Doctoral thesis on Apastamba Grhya sUtram by Dr. N.V. Srinivasan SvAmi is a very
valuable addition to the current literature on Kalpa sUtra-s and provides the links
between ViSishTAdvaitam, Bhagavad SAstram-s and Grhya sUtra-s in general and the
Apastamblya Grhya sUtram in particular.

In closing, aDiyEn wishes to express my fond hope that Dr. N.V.S Swami would render
another mahA Kaimkaryam of creating an English translation of his Doctoral thesis in
MaNipravALam. Such a translation has a high potential to reach out to the community
of students and scholars across the globe. The expatriate Indians settled down in many
countries far away from home will benefit very much from their study of Grhya sUtra-s
to enhance the spiritual quality of their lives.

Srimad Azhagiyasingar tiruvaDigaLE SaraNam
dAsan,

Oppiliappan Koil Varadachari Sadagopan
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