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When this work was more than half way
through the Press, I came to know that “Desika darsana-
nanda " Thevanarvilagam Sri Trivenkatacharya Svami
has been at this task of compiling a Namavali — in
fact several namavalis — from the Tatparya-Ratnavali
for several years and had even begun the printing of
it. At once | went to the village to see the Manuscripts,
if any. Sri Trivenkatacharya Svami’s son Sriman
Lakshminarasimhacharva — Who has been installed
only recently (on 9-2-51) as the 43rd pontifical Head
of the Ahobila Math at Trivellore — kindly took me to
his library and showed me several note books with the
Namavali. all written by the hand of his aged father.
He gave me one note book which was complete and also
¢ight pages of printed matter, an extract from which is
given below,

It cuatains first the ten introduclory Slokas of
Dramidopanishad Tatparya Ratnavali followed by the
two introductory Slokas of Saram. Then comes the
Namavali as follows:—
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In the Notebook several Namavalis have been
compiled—one with the name of Sri Devadhiraja of
Kanchi at the end of every name, another of Sri
Sarngapani of Kumbakonam and a third indicating the
logical sequence of the name in one verse, one Dasaka,
one Sataka and the Prabandha as a whole in the

following lines.
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It is with great pleasure that I acknowledge my
gratefulness to the Svami for thus helping me in this

work.

22-4-51 SRINIVASARAGHAVAN



PRELUDE

~ Claimed and acclaimed it can be without any
hesitation  1hat this work — consisting of what may
be Nﬂﬂ‘ﬂd as twin poetical compositions called
respectively  Dramidopanishad-sara and Dramidopa-
nishad - Tatparya - Ratnavali — of Sri Vedanta Desika
is absolutely unique in the history of any literature or
any language of any country or of any time. With
equal intrepidity it can be asserted that no poet or
writer other thaa Sri Vedanta Desika could have been
the conceiver and author of such a work. Both are
called Upanishads which are according 1o their true
meaning ana significance regarded to be the inspira-
tions and expressions of those in intimate touch with
The Divine. What the Tamil people commonly call
the Tamil Vedas are by this poet-philosopher declared
to be Upanishads. This deliberate distinction is only
too well-rounded. Vedas are mainly ritualistic ; the
Upanishads are exclusively concerned with the know-
ledge and joy of the Divine, The description therefore of
the Prabhandams as Dramidopanishad is not only api,
but unquestionable.

By themselves Sara and Ratnavali are both
complete poetical works in Sanskrit in majestic metres.
They both treat of God and His myriad qualities and
characteristics in His infinite transcendence, in all His
manifestations in His many incarnations and in
relation 1o man as His creatuse, as the soul of
his soul, and as his muui;n._l!_g_ﬂ;gm and

saviour. >
th



The works, no doubt, are two, but twins. In their
nature and objective they are essences and summaries
of the thousand and odd Tamil Stanzas of Sri
Nammazhwar celebrated under the name of Tiruvai-
mozhi. The poem of Nammazhwar with the last word
in each verse leading as the first word in the following
verse and the division of the whole poem into tens uf
tens constitutes a marvellous piece of poetic art. The
first of the twin works called Dramidopanishad-Sara
may be regarded as intended for the senses of taste
and smell, and the second called Dramidopanishad-
Tatparya-Ratnavali for the sight and sense of beauty.

The Dramidopanishad-Sara consisfs of 26 Slokas.
The first two are introductory and the last four give a
finish. The body consisting of twenty verses not only
present to us the quintessence of each of the ten
centuriums of Tiruvaimozhi, but reveals to us the
concealed links in thought and plan between one
centurium and another. The second called Dramidopa-
nishad Tatparya Ratnavali is as its name implies a
threefold art of abstracting the essential meaning and
significance, of selecting a gem from each stanza, and
of stringing the gems in the form of an artistic garland.

In this Ratnavali the essence, the spirit, the poetry
the philosophy and all the beauty contained in each
Tiruvaimozhi as a decadium of ten stanzas is summa-
rised in a single sloka. Thus roughly for the thousand
of the Alwar’s songs, there are a hundred in this
summary. The art is indeed a great art -a very fine art.
It is comparable to the art of extracttng the essence of
scents from the sweet fragrance of beautiful flowers.
Nay more! To those who have admired the original
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blossoms in Tamil, the essence in Sanskrit is not only
reminiscent of the native fragrance in smell but also of
the wisible beauty of the form, the charm, and also the
variety of the colours of the flowers culled. It is also
comparable to the wonderful jeweller’s art which for the
making of a garland of gems or precious stones will be
appreciated to consist in the selection in each case from
a large number all of them apparently sparkling, in their
artistic arrangement and in the workmanship of making
a garland out of them. In both we may also discern and
discover a guide to and a commentary on the principles
and philosophy of Sri Vaishnavism and Visishtadvai-
tism of him who has been hailed by Sri Desika as at
once the founder and the Kulapati of the school of Sri
Vaishnavism,

In this publication the further task has been under-
raken of extracting so to say an appropriate name of
=od from each of the ten stanzas forming the decadium.
In this manner a new collection of a thousand names
has been culled and coined. The work therefore may
no doubt in its parallel purpose, be comparable to the
composition known as Sahasra Nama in Sanskrit
regarded as a part of Mahauvaarata. But the thousand
names chosen and strung together here are even like
gems of purest ray serene selected by SriVedanta Desika
from the unfathomable caves of the ocean of Sri
Sathakopa'’s poetry and philosophy. These thousand
pames have, therefore, the combined flavour and the
woint aroma of what is called Ubhaya Vedanta or the
dual philosophy embodied in the northern tongue of
Sanskrit and in the southern tongue of Tamil. The
union in this single and singular work of both these phi-
losophies and systems is here represented and celebrated.

Vil d ,,q,gﬁm
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The work is thus typically South Indian and truly
representative of Ubhaya Vedanta Vaishnavism.

It has been said that God when He created the world
also gave names to the myriad objects of His creation
It seems now the turn of man, His creature to render
unto his God and ereator, a myraid names in grateful
devotion calculated to convey man's own f{aith and
philosophy. May we not also add that in this test and
contest of naming, we men have come off with laurels
and glory ?

“Vani Vilas" '|
Park Town, Madras.

V. V. SRINIVASAN.
213t Decr 1950. ]



FOREWORD

The difference between a man who considers him-
self 10 be the body and a Rshi who has realized himself
to be the Atman is said 1o be as great as between an
atom and Mahameru, the greatest of mountains. The
same difference obtains between a Rshi and an Azhwar
ora saint who has realized and is immersed in God.
Between ordinary Azhwars and Sri  » ammazhwar who
had realized God from the time of his birth, who
devoted the entire span of the period of 33 years of his
life on earth to being absorbed in God, who never
devoted even a single moment to worldly affairs or
spoke a single word in praise of mere man and who
has been bailed as the Light of the Lniverse, a similar
difference as between Paramanu and Mahameru exists.

An Azhwar is so called becavse he is immersed in
the bliss of God-realization. Nymmazhwar or Our
Azhwar is so called because the lord claimed bim
particularly as His own, £ri Namrmazbwar in his
Thiruvaimozhi has brought out the incumerable auspicis
ous attributes of God. Just as Sri Narada asked Sri
Valmiki at the beginning of Srimad Ramayana about
the ideal person with geod qualities (Gunavan), Sri
Nammazhwar also tegins Tiruveimozhi asking his
mind to uplift itself by paying hcmage to the Lord
whose auspicious attributes like lliss (Ananda) have
reached 1he highest possible pinnacle of perfection
and which are not possessed in equal, leave alone
superior, degree of measure by any cne else. In his
1102 verses er Pasurams Sri Nammazhwar has sung in
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praise of the mnnumerable auspicious attributes of the
Lord.

Sri Vedanta Desika or the Teacher of Vedanta
according to the title conferred on him by Lord Sri
Ranganatna Himself has culled (001 auspicious
attributes from the verses sung by Sri Nammazhwar
and put them in the form of Dramidopanisharl-Sara
and Tatparyaratnavali. The ten auspicious attributes
selected from every ten verses (Dasaka) go to establish
nue main attribute of the Lord. The ten main attri-
butes selected from ten Dasakas of verses go 10 prove
the existence of a very important attribute of the Lord-
The ten very important attributes culled from the ten
Satakas or centuries (100 verses) prove beyond doubt
the one all-important attribute of God on which depends
the realization of the highest human aspiration of
liberty from the bondage of Karma, equality with
Divine beings and fraternity with { ellow-beings.

This one chief auspicious attribute is given at the
top of page 7 of the book. This shows that the Lord
is Himself both the End and the Means... .. the Goal
as well as the Way. The ten very important
attributes which establish this are given on the same
page. Pages 81to 12 give the auspicious attributes
culled from each Dasaka (ten verses) of each Sataka
( ahundred verses). Pages 47 to 136 contain the 100I-
anspicious attributes in Sanskrit on one side and in
Tamil on the other side ot tne page, Words given in
Tamil contain actually the portion of the verse which
leads to the conclusion that that auspicious attribute is
referred to in that verse.

10
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For those who know Tamil the reading of the
Tamil portion first and the Sanskrit name next in the
course of Aradhana or worship of God is recommended.
For those who do not know Tamil the use of the
Namavali at the time of Puja will be invaluable and
for those who do not get time to perform Sahasranama
Puja. Satanama Puja will be useful. Again for those
who do not get time even for Satanama Puja. Dasanama
Puja will be helpful. With this may be combined the
Namavali of the Lord of the Divyadesa (holy place of
pilgrimage where the Lord has manifested Himself in
Archa form) to Whom the particular devotee is devoted
Sri Vedanta Desika has out of his infinite mercy given
for the benefit of mumukshus (those who want to he
liberated from Samsara) the one nam2 (containing the
all - important auspicious attribute of the Lord) which
can be repeated and realized even by those who have
very little time at their disposal for Puja. This is:—

Zamd o |micE: ®I0rT an: |

Dramidopanishad Tatparyva Ratnavali gives
auspicious attributes in each verse, in each Dasaka
ten verses', in each Sataka (hundred verses) and in the
Tiruvaimozhi as a whole, Dramidopanishad Sara gives
the auspicions attributes mentioned in each Sataka,
Dasaka and the work as a whole

For a long time I had been des rous of worshipping
the Lord with the aid of his Namavali instead of
merely with Sri Vishnu Sahasranam which is ordina-
rilvused. Sri Vishnu Sahasranam as is well-known
was given out by Sri Bhishma in the presence of the

1
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Lord Himself before his ascent to heaven Sri Bhishma
:E,-i H

aifx v atnf Prema@ g |
st afcdrnf s aguia 937 )

“These well-known names of the Paramatman a-
rising from His having auspicious attributes which have
been sung by the Rshis, I am going to tell you for the
uplift of the atman.”

As stated before the Namas or names discovered
4nd realised by Sri Nammazhwar should be considered

ts be more appealing than those discovered by the
Rshis.

Rshis are called Mantra - Drashta (A75g9C:)
or those who have discovered the Mantras. Tiruvai-
mnozhi is otherwise called Dramidopanishad which con-
1ains the quintessence of the meaning of all the Vedas.
Sri Vedanta Desika, the master of all arts and the
greatest poet, logician and phiiosopher the world has
syver produced, calls Tiruvaimozhi 'Sarvia Sakha'

{H’:ﬁ*’iﬂ!ﬁ:}or the Veda which is intended for all and

savs that this Sarviva Sakha has been %9 or dis.
~overed by Sri Nammazhwar (Vide verse 10 on page 15)
i~ 2ri Paduka Sahasram also Sri Vedanta Desika refers

ra Sri Nammazhwar as {ﬂlﬁﬁﬂi ﬂ'%‘aﬁl‘ﬂ'l‘d ﬂfﬁ'ﬂi
7% or one who has discovered the Dramadopani-
.nad which is another form of the Vedas. One chief
r2zzon why the Dramidopanishad is great is that by
ciudving it we are able to clear the doubts which arise
i~ the interpretation of the Vedas.

12
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In the Phalasruti of Sri Vishnu Sahasranam it is
stated that those who recite Sri Vishnu Sahasranam get

all the Pyrusharthas {gﬁﬂm‘h). Similarly, Dramidopani-
shad also is said to be Sarvarthada (@Fi931), i. e. that
which fulfils all the desires of people. The use of this
Namavali (Dasa, Sata or Sahasra) will therefore cer-
mainly lead to the realization of all that people long for,
particularly - Mukti or Liberation in addition to Dharma,
Artha and Kama.

It will be seen from pages xiii to xvi that Their Holi-
nesses the Acharyas of important mutts have recom-

mended the use of this Bhagavan-namavali in the course
of worship

Towards the end of December 1948 I mentioned my
ardent desire to have this Bhagawannamasahasra
published to Sri V.V, Srinivasa Iyengar, Ex-High-
Court Judge and the leader of the Sahrdaya Samiti of
which he has been pleased to count me as a member.
He immediately handed over to me a manuscript which
had been prepared by 8ri Ubha. Ve. Pandit Ananta-
charya , ex-Pandit of the Pachiappa’s College, Madras
and stated that the manuscript had been given to him
some time back and was awaiting publication. This we
considered to be a God-send and we gave the manus-
scriptto Sri Ubha. Ve, A. Srinivasaraghavan M. A,
Sanskrit Lecturer, Raja's College, Pudukkottai to see it
through the Press, But for his keen interest in the matter
and indefatigable labours in carrying out the necessary
changes in order to bring out the publication in its
present form it would not have seen the light of day.

13
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All thanks are therefore due to these great Bhagavata’'s
through whom the Lord has been pleased to get this
service rendered unto Him and to His devotees,

Sri V. V. Srinivasa Iyengar is also the President
of Sri Krshna Sabha, Bombay, of which I happen to be
a member. This publication is therefore, offered to all
devotees of the Lord by Sri Krishna Sabha, Bombay
through the Sahrdaya Samiti, Madras of which the
following are members :-

I. Sri V. V. SRINIVASA IYENGAR, Vani Vilas,
Park Town, Madras.

2. Sri V. ANANTACIHRYA, Pranavasram,
Krshnapuram, Madras,

3. Sri N. R. KRISHNASWAMI [YENGAR, Madura.

a, Sri A, SRINIVASARAGHAVACHARYA, M. A,
Pudukkottai

5. Sri D. RAMASWAMI IYENGAR, Madras.
6. Sri R. RANGASWAMI IYENGAR, Tanjore.

7. Sri V. N. SRIRAMADESIKACHARYA, o
Oppiliappan Sannidhi.

Sri S. T. SRINIVASACHARYA, Kalyanapuram,

8.
9, Sri E. D, SRINIVASACHARYA,
Tiruvahindrapuram.

10. Sri A.S. IYENGAR, Sri Nam Andavan’s, Asram,

Srirangam.

If the publication is utilised by the devotees of the

Lord for worshipping Him, all the trouble taken by the
publishers will be more than amply repaid.

BOMBAY }

The 31st December 1950, A. S. IYENGAR.
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