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ASHIRVACHANAM

Sri Sri Rangapriya Mahadesikan Swamy
Ashtanga Yoga Vijnana Mandiram
625, 4th Main, Hanumantha Nagar, Bangalore-560 019

Srimathe Ramanujava Numaha
Srimathe Nigamantha Mahadesikaya Namah
Sri Ranganatha Divyamani Padukabhyam Namah

Sri Sri Venkatanatha, (Vedanta Desika 1268-1369 A.D.)
was an acharyva par exeellence, endowed with all the attributes of
a spiritual teacher depicted by him n the verse ‘'Siddham
Satsampradaya . In his devotion to God and Guru and the practice
and realization of Saranagati Yoga, he was unparalleied and was
in turn worshipped as a Godly Guru and an incarnation of the
divine bell at the serviee of Bhagavan, by his illustrious disciples.
His mastery over all branches of learning (which he had acquired
even when he was twenty year’s old) was acknowledged even by
the greatest teachers of his rival schools. As a man of light and
learning, he had the unique distinction of being a philosopher
among poets and a poet among philosophers and by his surpassing
genius in both poetry and philosophy, he won the title Kavi

TARKIKA SIMHA and YEDANTACHARYA.

In additicn to blessing his disciples by directly imparting
knowledge to them, he also wrote in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Tamil
languages many literary works, devotioaal lyrics and scholarly
works on Philosophy for the benefit of his contemporaries and
the posterity, In his philosophical works he establisbed the
Visishtadvaita Philosophy expounded by Bhagawan Ramanuja



Acharya defending it from the strong attacks of rival schools and
carried on the unsullied tradition of his predecessors.

Among his works on philosophy and Sarsampradayam,
“"Rahasyatrayasaram™* occupies a unique place. It is an original
work like his another masterpiece **Tattvamukta Kalapam®' and
may be considered as his magmum opus in its field. Dealing with
the exposition of three esoterie incarnations in the Afwla mantra,
Dvaya and Charama Slokas - it is meant for the benefit of devoted
disciples only, But though the central subject is the three Rahasyas,
it dcals profusely with all allied suhjects, with prapatti as the
chief one, and may rightly be called an encyclopedia on
Saranagati. Even those who are not qualilied o hear the Feday,
are entitied to hear and appreciate it. Like his other works of
Rahasya Stamp, it is written in a Manipravala stvle which is an
agreeable combination of Sanskrit and Tamil languages.

] Just as Sni Sri Pillailokacharya (1261-1327) codified what
he had learnt from his teachers through eighteen Rahasyas Sri
Sri Vedanta Desika codified the principle of the tradition through
thirty two Rahasyas, the Rahasyatrayam being the biggest among
them.

This learned work adorned by many commentaries ean be
appreciated by learned disciplcs to the best of their ability sitting
at the feet of learned teachers only. “"Those who think that they
have understood it fully have not really undersiood it. and those
who realize that they have not fully understood it, have understood
Its greatness in reality’" declares a learned teacher commenting

on Its greatness,



But those who ean directly receive exposition of this learned
work from the learned teachers are very few now-a-days as
aspirants are scatlered in different parts of the world for eamning
their livelihood and it is for the benefit of such aspirants that this
excellent work, “Rahasyatraya saara saaram’ ' (the quintessence |
of the essence of the three Rahasyas,) 1s intended. Its author S
Aravamudachariar, the retired professor of Sanskrit at the AV .C.
College, Mayuram, and retired Research Seholar of Adyar Oriental
Research Library, hails from the Svacchanda family known for
its learni ng Elnd devotion to God and Sarsa mpmdaymn Himselfa
scholar of a very hlgh order, Professor Aravamudachariar, has
the good culture to remember with humility and gratitude, his
learned line of tcachers. Having been a pood teacher and eminen:
writer he knows where to elaborate, where to epitomise and where
to follow the touch and go method. Leaving out the Sanskrit and
Tamii verses in the original, he touches the salient features only

for the appreciation of ordinary aspirants.

Like its first publication in 1977, this seeond publication
has eome into being as a devoted serviee of his working sons and
most befittingly it is being published as an important part of the
celebrations of the author’s auspieious birthday in the presence
of learned persons and great devotees. May the blessings of the
revered father and his great acharya commencing with Lord
MNarayana descend on the family of the cultured persons for ils
prosperity and spiritual good,

with Narayvana Smarahams

19.3.1995 Sri Rangapriya Sri Srih
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