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kuNathisai pAdam neetti: The divine feet extending towards eastern direction |

invite all jeevans to take refuge at them. He extends the divine feet such that
they come close to us, so that it is easy to take asylum in them. SrI Parasara
bhattar used to tell that ALavandAr never ever did mangaLASaSanam from the
thirumudi side of the Lord but all the places on the eastern gate side have been
blessed tiruvaDisparSam of SrI ALavandAr.

vadathisai pinpu kAtti: The beautiful backside of RanganAthan (pinpazhakiya
perumAL) blesses northern side people. SrI uttamUr SwAmi says that AzhwArs
who appeared in this northern direction have been blessed with this sEvai
whereas Kulasekhara AzhwAr was blessed with His tirumudi (divine crown)
sEvai.

thenthisai ilangkai nOkki: SrI Vibheeshna is a ciranjeevi living in the southern
direction. PerumAL blesses this direction with His kaTAksham and fondly looks
at His antaranga bhakta.

kadalniRak kadavuL: The sight of a sea takes away our fatigue. Seeing the Lord
wipes away all our sufferings. As people may understand 'kaDavul’ as some God,
the adjective that ‘the Lord has the colour of the sea’ has been added by
AzhwAr. The comparison stops there, as nothing in this world can be taken to

buo-updobopos

exemplify the aprAkruta tattvams like the Lord.
enthai: He showed His rUpam and made me realize my pAratantriyam.

aravaNaith thuyilumA kaNdu: A rare gem (Lord) when fixed into a gold plate
(tiruvanantAzhwan) looks extraordinary. Similarly, the Lord is seen dazzling in
His AdiSEshan bed.

udalenakku urukumAlO: While the chEtanan is thawing at the sight of the Lord,
it is amazing that even the jada vastu (the body) melts.

E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E

en seykEn ulakaththeerE: AzhwAr asks samsAris for a solution fo stop the

melting of his body. He could not ask other AzhwArs, who are also sailing in the




L i GGG GGG A G arananaaranaararanararararararaa; i

same boat like him or perumAL, but only can ask the people, who see the Lord
and go without any change in their body and mind.

He could not ask other AzhwArs' -Azhwar with other Azhwars at Srirangam -
Thanks SrI Murali bhattar
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The Lord is blessing all the people by extending His divine limbs in all
directions, which makes it very easy for anybody fto take asylum in Him. Seeing
such kAruNyam and simplicity of the Lord, AzhwAr's body also starts melting.
(But people are to yet to realise this)




PASUR AM 20

UTWBT SImISBESHTaIoT LTOLI2ssuIL Lsen GldsmesrL,
LOTWEDT H(HE6T WIJYL isH 2 (Hajd CHTEnLb,
SMU HMODHIH HEOIBELD HIUTSL LISUeT 6UTULD,
HWEFF Wuuw CHFHFD gweITIHE HHLTEL?

pAyuneer arangam thannuL pAmbaNaip palLLi koNda,

E
E
E

mAyanAr thirunan mArbum maragatha vuruvum thOLum,

thUya thAmaraik kaNkaLum thuvar ithazh pavala vAyum,

Ayaseer mudiyum thEsum adiyarOrkku akalal AmE?

While replying to AzhwAr's question, samsAris ask AzhwAr why he had to

suffer in bhagavat vishayam, which makes his body to melt and eyes to shed
tears; he could just join them and enjoy the pleasures of samsAram. AzhwAr
describes the beauty of the Lord and tells that this beauty is for bhaktAs to
enjoy; 'How can one go away from that?’

buo-updobopos

pAyuneer arangam: Holier things take shelter at Srirangam. The environment of
Srirangam is conducive for them not to be polluted by samsAram. The river
kAVEri happily flows around SrIranganAthan.

thannuL pAmbaNai: Over the water He has spread His AdiSEshan bed.

paLLi koNda mAyanAr: He is engaged in yOganidra. He is seen in standing and
sitting postures in many divyadesams, but here He is seen as an elephant
resting on the ground. To see Him in such a beautiful posture transcends us
somewhere. Perhaps this beauty only brings us towards Him, which is magical.

thiru nal mArbu: With the presence of MahAlakshmi, His broad chest has
become a special part of His divine body.
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maragatha vuru: His appearance resembles flood of water which is a cool sight §
for the eyes.

thOL: For the bhaktAs who sink in the enjoyment of seeing other divine limbs,
: His shoulders are like a float to grab and come up.

thUya thAmaraik kaNkaL: The cool kaTAksham (divine glance) of His eyes does
» not change whether He sees MahAlakshmi or hiraNyakasibu. Such a cool glance
should not be compared even with the finest things of the earth like cool gentle
breeze and lotus flower, as these are good for somebody and terrible for some

thuvar ithazh pavala vAy: The divine mouth having reddish lips and rows of
teeth attracts all sorts of people, whether they are gnAnis or pApis.

Ayaseer mudi: His aiSwaryam is indicated by the crown. Upto this, the avayava
Sobhai (beauty of individual divine parts) is described.

thEsu: By 'tEjas’ (divine bodily effulgence or brilliance), samudAya Sobhai

E others. So the adjective 'thUya' (pristine pure) has been prefixed to His glance.
E (overall splendor of SriranganAtha) is described by AzhwAr.

buo-updobopos

adiyarOrkku akalalAmE: How bhaktas can leave away all such beauties, which

are here only for their enjoyment.

The beauty of the Lord is for us to enjoy. Devotees are not able to leave such a

wealth, even if they are carried away by that.
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This temple is like an ornament o samsAram- SrIrangam PraNavAkAra vimAnam



PASURAM 2]

LIssneile5)6v  Lo6TLoEST6sTDIL LISUaToUTU] HIBI%HED)THS,,
SHiemellgneo eumpoT Lrdh GHmsuev Cseh@s! B GaFmsvsvmil,
SsnweEni CFLeuTEHW HHauemT Hstw Gssmullsv,
LewWE)T HILBHUTHEHM Lo HHlEn)6v 51261 H H6LTEL?

paNivinAl manamathonRip pavaLavAy arangkanArkku,

aNiyanAr semponAya aruvarai anaiya kOyil,
maNiyanAr kidanthavARRai manaththinAl ninaikkal AmE?

Now samsAris advise AzhwAr to just relax at a corner and meditate on Him,
instead of seeing Him with eyes. If looking at Him brings all such physical
changes, why he has to see Him? Is just thinking on Him not enough? AzhwAr
replies that it is not possible for the mind to think on Him. If the mind

buo-updobopos

E thuNivinAl vAzhamAttAth thollai nenjE! nee sollAy,
determined in one of the earlier births that He is the only refuge, then that
thought itself would have been enough and further births might not have

happened at all.

paNivinAl manam athonRi: It is enough for one's cintana (thought) to 'try’ to fix
on the Lord. The Lord will take it as the reason to bless him. If somebody
wonders whether this simple 'try’ is sufficient - then they may look at the
instance, wherein one person feels that he was disgraced by the other's mere
act of beating without really beating.

pavaLavAy arangkanArkku: Even with this simple determination of a chetanan,
the Lord's divine mouth seems to comfort the person who has been suffering
thus far.

thuNivinAl vAzhamAttA: From fime immemorial, the self did not even fry to go
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towards the Lord. Only the beauty of the Lord has brought him humility and

courage.

What is required is ‘'vyavasAyam' (determination), which was lacking so far. Srl

Janakan was clear in this concept of purushArtham than his acharya ‘vedavysa’

I

and advised the same to others.

thollai nenjE! nee sollAy: anAdikAlam (time immemorial) the mind (chEtanan) did
not even think of his upliftment. Oh my heart, at least try to tell whether He
can be mentally enjoyed.

aNiyanAr semponAya aruvarai anaiya kOyil: Srirangam temple looks like the
red-golden mahAmEru Mountain. This tfemple is like an ornament to samsAram,
it is firm and charming like the mEru mountain.

maNiyanAr kidantha vARRai: The Lord residing in this temple looks like a big
blue sapphire steeped into the mEru Mountain. The tfemple itself is like a golden
jewel box carrying the Lord inside. SrI Parasara bhattar in His 60™ slokam of
pUrva Stakam of RangarA jastavam says:
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SrIranga antarmandiram deepra Sesham

SrIbhoomI tat ramyajAmatru garbham |

paSyema SrIldivya mANikyabhUshA
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manjUshAyA: tulyam unmeelitAyA: ||

SrI bhattar took this tirumAlai pAsuram as the base for this slokam. (Please
see the 66™ E-book at http://www.ahobilavalli.org/ebooks_s8.htm for meaning).

: manaththinAl ninaikkalAmE: Is it possible to think on His beautiful form
mentally?

: Even a simple wish to think on the Lord has not been possible for so many

births. How one can meditate on His divyamangalavigraham (Divine form) now?

buo-updobopos
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 CUFDCY CuaFsd LELTEL GUHEMLD REITN| 2 BITLTHBTHI,
SLFDMT HHISLFHEVVTED HDIWGVT EUTEDILOGVEVEIT,
LTFHWF LO6THIHIANMHT USIHIE MBI @)(HLILIGHEVET6D,

 CusH BT YouBHIGNCLT? Cuemnsd CBERCF! B GFmsvsuTLIL
pEsiRRE pEsal allAl perumaiy onRu uNaral AkAthu,

I AsaRRAr thankatkallAl aRiyalA vAnumallan,

' mAsaRRAr manaththuLAnai vaNanki nAm iruppathallAl,

pEsaththAn AvathuNdO? pEthai nenjE! nee sollAy.

3

|

|

|

|

|

i If it is difficult to think on Him then just talk on Him, say people. AzhwAr
: says if it is not possible for the manas to think, how it is possible to
i talk on Him. Even the eternal Sruti, - which is His breath - tried to talk
} on His 'Anandam’ but was not able to wrap it up.

|

|

|

|

|
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pEsiRRE pEsal allAl: We are able fto talk a few words. But is it possible

. for us fo talk on Him and His glories? It is not at all possible. We can
however talk a bit from what vEdAs and vaidIkapurushAs have already talked,
even if we do not know the full meaning.

perumai onRu uNaral AkAthu: TaittirtIya upanishad says 'YatO vAcO

- nivarttantE AprApya manasA saha’. Words cannot describe His glories. The
mind cannot comprehend His greatness. We are just able to repeat the same
Upanishad vAkyam without knowing its essence fully.

AsaRRAr thankatkallAl aRiyalA vAnumallan: He can not be comprehended by
. mortals. Only NithyasUris living in SrivaikNTham and bhaktAs like AzhwArs,
who were blessed by the Lord 'mayarvAru madinalam' (pristine wisdom) can

appreciate His glories as such.
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mAsaRRAr manaththuLanai vaNangi: He lives in the heart of blemishless
people. Such people have determined to come out of samsAram and seek for
eternal mOkshAnubhavam. They have surrendered everything unto Him. The
Lord lives in divyadesams to get such great bhaktAs. We are able to only
prostrate before Him .

nAm iruppathallAl: We can spend time only by prostrating before Him.
pEsaththAn AvathuNDO?: Is it possible to talk and praise Him?

pEthai nenjE nee sollAy: Oh my poor heart. Tell me whether that is
possible?

Only nithyas and bhaktas of the caliber of AzhwAr can think and talk on His

: glories. Mortals have to spend their time just by seeing, respectfully

: prostrating and talking whatever has already been talked about Him by mahAns.

buo-updobopos
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' BRSO LemBblomw STedfl mhHey url (),
QuImBIGET UIBGI UTWD bOUMPEL NBISID HeoTenI6T,
6TRIFHGT LTV @emmeuss FFsoT FLBHCHT] FFbemd Hav(HID,
| GTRIGIGLD LOMBEG%] uTLHCHT JemipCBusst 67 sm1LpGuiCssT!
gangayil punithamAya kAviri naduvu pAttu,
ponkuneer paranthu pAyum poompozhil arangam thannul,
. engal mAl iRaivan Isan kidanthathOr kidakkai kaNdum,

enggnanam maRanthu vaazhkEn EzhaiyEn EzhaiyEnE!

3

!

!

!

!

!

i Although it is hard to think and talk on Him, it is not possible to forget Him too.
i Seeing the simplicity of His sayana tirukkOlam between kAviri river -which
i resembles SrI KaNNan at the lap of yaSOdA - how one can forget Him?

3

!

!

!

!

!

i gangayil punitha mAya kAviri: kAviri is superior to the River Ganges by many

sadagopan.org

ways. It is very charming (darSanlyata), enjoyable (bhOgyata) and above all,

. SrI RanganAtha has come and is taking rest in reclining posture. Ganga had the
tiruvadi sparSam of the Lord but later it lost that honor by becoming
'raudram’ (water that drops from Siva's matted hair).

naduvu pAttu: SrI RanganAtha who created Ganga jalam from His divine feet
' has selected the lap of KAviri to take rest, which resembles SrI KaNNan
resting at yasOdA's lap.

+ ponkuneer paranthu pAyum: With the happiness of reaching Srirangam, river
kAviri enthusiastically spreads over this holy place.

* poompozhil arangam: The sanctity and the tranquil ambience of Srirangam are

indicated here. Due to the abundant availability of water, the gardens flourish
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and bear flowers always. It seems that this divyadesam has never-ending spring
(iLavEnil) season. This corresponds to the soukumAryam (eternal youthfulness)

of the Lord.

g

== . =

ponkuneer paranthu pAyum poompozhil arangam

: thannuL engal mAl: If one wonders whether the Lord has created this nice
environment just to take rest here, it is not so. He has come down here due to
: His great love for bhaktAs.

iRaivan Isan: Everything belongs to Him and He uses them as per His wish.

kidanthathOr kidakkai: People who look gorgeous while standing or sitting will
i look unsightly when they recline. But perumal shines wonderfully in reclining
posture.

* kaNdum enggnanam maRanthu vaazhkEn: It was possible to live in samsAram
before seeing the Lord's beauty. But after seeing the splendor of the
sayanakOlam, it has become clear that one will not be able to forget the Lord
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and live in separation.

EzhaiyEn EzhaiyEnE: I do not have such a subtle mind fo enjoy things when I
have them; also I am unable to live when I loss them.

It is difficult to forget the Lord after seeing His beauty in Srirangam.
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PASURAM 24

GeusenBy LIBEGG| UTWLD MNCUMPL HIBISID H6oTEBI6N,
HETUET FILBH UTMID FHLOGVBET (PIHUPLD 6w (H

2 6menGio! eusdlsmw GUTEYILD Q(H6U6ST 6T6OTN)| 2 6301J LOTL L UL,
HeanGy HTH6L CFUIHIH FHaMMHCH HLPlH Hleor(myGw!
velLLaneer paranthu pAyum viripozhil arangam thannuL,

kaLvanAr kidantha vARum kamalanan mukamum kaNdu

kaLLamE kAthal seythu un kaLLaththE kazhikkinRAyE!

Oh my manas! Even after seeing the beautiful sayana kOlam and lotus divine
face of the Lord, you are having only artificial devotion and are spending fime in
wasteful activities.

velLLaneer paranthu pAyum viripozhil: River Kaveri originating in Sahya

buo-updobopos

% uLLamE! valiyai pOlum oruvan enRu uNara mAttAy,
E Mountain, flows with so much of water and love amidst the gardens of
srirangam. She has abundant love on the Lord, which is explicit from the sight
of her when she reaches Srirangam. She spreads around SriranganAthan to

embrace Him fully.

arangam thannuL kalLvanAr: As all samsAris steal the Atmavastu (their soul),
the Lord has come down to 'steal’ this thought of ‘independence’ from them. If
He tells them that He has come down to destroy their ahankAra mamakAram,
they would fight with Him as had happened in Raama-KrishNa avatArams. So,
He does this stealing even without their knowing it.

kidantha ARu: He does not steal the hearts using His kalyANa gunAs or beauty
of His divine limbs. He does it just by this gorgeous reclining posture.
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kamala nal mukam: His divine face may be compared to the bloom, reddishness,
fragrance and coolness of lotus flower. But the face is more than lotus flower
in that the face is auspicious in all aspects at all fimes, while the lotus has many
defects. The adjective ‘nal’ differentiates the divinity of the
tirumukhamandalam of the Lord from the earthly lotus. His face is
Suddhasatvam (no tinge of the material modes of nature); jyOtirmayam; does
not shrink at any time & it is only His divine face that is the eternally cool thing
found in samsAram and so on.

kaNdu uLLamE! valiyai pOlum: Even affer seeing such a tirukkOlam and
tirumukha mandalam, there is no change in the my heart. Oh my manas! You are
so hard!

oruvan enRu uNara mAttAy: Even after witnessing the great love of kAveri; the
gorgeous lolling posture of the Lord and His divine face, the heart has not
realized that He is without a second (advitIya). Had it realized this, then it
should have got the thirst in bhagavat vishayam.

kaLLamE kAthal seythu: As the routines of samsAram continue even after
having the darSanam of the Lord, the love shown towards Him is ‘phalabhakti’ or
artificial only.

kaLLaththE kazhikkinRAyE!: Even after this paramabhAgyam of being in the
proximity of SriranganAtha, the love shown towards Him is not befitting the
subject matter ('vishayatthukku anurUpam inRiRE unnuDaiya prEmam’ says PVP)

The Lord shows abundant love. The river kAveri flows around Srirangan with

extraordinary love. But my manas is still not exhibiting the fitting devotion.

aray




PASURAM 25

SHMBHI (WPTM6sT%0 QDL (GHDICIBTN S HEEWLD 6512601,
R6MBHI_CL 63T 616 HsM6L%Y BT BIBID LIHFH6T H6LB6V60T,
SeMILGHer GClsmsu( B! SLsvaumIE)! B HN)IFH6oTCM6T,
QUMD OBHBTHGH AWHMOFUI HOILTil HPBISIOT BHJ 2 amrCeor!
kuLiththu moonRanalai Ombum kuRikoL anthaNamai thannai,

oLiththittEn enkaN illai ninkaNum baththan allEn,

aLiththenakku aruLsey kaNdAy arangamA nagar uLAnE!

Azhwar declares his emptiness of upAyam from this pAsuram onwards until the
34™ pASuram.

"thannuDaiya upAya sUnyatthai arulLich cheigiRAr" says SrI PeriyavAcchAn
piLLai. AzhwAr says he does not have the capability to observe the rigorous

buo-updobopos

% kaLippathen koNdu nambI! kaDalvaNNA! kathaRukinREn,
E rites meant for the 3 varNika people. He says he is not capable of adopting
j~nAna, bhakti yOgams to reach Him. The j~nAnam and bhakti, which AzhwAr
was showing until now, have come to him as bhagavat prasAdam and they helped
him to enjoy Him. This j~nAnam and bhakti do not come under the categories of

j~nAna yOgam and bhakti yOgam.

kuLiththu moonRu analai Ombum: There are many types of snAnam (bathing)
such as nitya snAnam, naimittika snAnam, prAyaScitta snAnam etc. One type of
snAnam does not represent the other and they are different for different
occasions. Three sacred fires gArhapatyam, AhavanIyam, and dhakshiNAgni are
to be maintained (worshipped) by a brAhmaNa. Similar o a mother who always
carry water and food for her weak child; a karmayOgi always needs to carry
firewood etc to maintain the fire. These are some examples of the many rituals

that have to be strictly followed even before indulging in karmayOgam.
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kuLiththu moonRanalai Ombum anthanar at Srirangam
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thanks SrI Murali bhattar

kuRikoL anthaNamai thannai oLiththittEn: Even if one of the following slip
occurs while observing these rigorous rituals, then there is no fruit for the
ritual (nishphalan): mantralOpam, kriyAlOpam, dravyalOpam, kAlabhEdam etc
should not happen. ‘karaNam thappinAl maraNam'’ says PVP. AzhwAr says apart
from him not having brAhmaNyam, he also feigned Brahminism to the extent
that the whole clan got belittled in the eyes of the society. This is the status
of AzhwAr's karmayOgam.

enkaN illai: As karmayOgam is not relevant, j~nAna yOgam is also not relevant
too. AtmAvalOkanam (sAkshAtkAram of Atma) is also not possible for him. SrI
YaamunAcharyA's stotra ratna verse 'na dharma nishThOmi na ca Atma vEdi na
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possible now, the karmayOga anushTAnam of a previous birth might have lead
to j~nAna yOgam in this birth. But Azhwar says even that is not present in him.

ninkaNum baththan allEn: As he can not even see his Atma, how can he meditate
on the Lord. So, he is not a bhaktimAn also. All three yOgA-s are not relevant
to him, says AzhwAr. Recall 'nORRa nOnbilEn' and ‘kaRavaigal pinsenRu’
pAsurams.

kaLippathu en koNdu nambI!: I do not have credits from any one of these ways
and so I'm ‘akinchanan’. But You are guNapUrNan (repository of virtues) and
hence You have fo save me. AzhwAr's appeal is similar fo the ftiruppAvai
pAsuram, wherein SrI ANDAL says first ‘aRivonRum illAtha Aykulam’ which is
followed by 'kuRai onRum illAtha gOvindA'.

kadalvaNNA! kathaRukinREn: As in the previous pAsurams, wherein AzhwAr
described Him as 'aiyappAdu aRuththu thOnRum azhagan' and ‘Adaram peruga
vaiththa azhagan', here also he quotes the beauty of the Lord's form (colour of
sea). I'm only able to do mangaLASasanam to your beauty. Although I'm not

I

worthy in any other ways, You are the 'SaraNyan' (refuge).

aLiththu enakku aruLsey kaNdAy: Please make me eligible for your grace and

grace me.

arangamAa nagar uLAnEl: Oh my Lord! You have not come down here to save
blemishless people. You are here only to save people who have no credits. There
can be no other suitable people than me, as I am looking only at You.

Although there are no credits in me, I depend only on You. I spend my fime in

E
E
E

enjoying Your divine beauty. You are the repository of all virtues. You have to
make me eligible for your grace and save me.

dAsan, Mukundan

(TO BE CONTINUED)
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