














 

154 

sa
da

go
pa

n.
or

g 

aNiyAr pozhilsoozh arangkanakrappA! 

thuNiyEn ini ninnaruL allathu enakku 

maNiyE! maNimANikkamE! MadusoodA! 

paNiyAi enakku uyyum vakai parancOthee! --Peria Thirumozhi, 11-8-8 

Meaning: 

Oh the Lord of the Sriranga holy city! Hence forward I will not think of 
anything else other than Your grace as refuge. Oh Lord with brilliance as that 
of the Blue stone! Adorning a Gem! The Killer of the demon, Madhu! The 
Supreme Light! You alone should grant me salvation! 

 

The Holy City of SrIRangam with TheppakuLam! 

Klgfkqay :air]fFlf o[fbiLmf pibnftiEl[f 

nlgfkqay nbfkAlkqf naliLmf nvi[fbiEl[f 
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p<l[fkAqnfTmf ev[fbiEl[f, epabiyiEl[f p<[it ! ni[f 

;lgfK patm[fbi mbfEbaaf pbfbiEl[f 'mf :cE[ !        

kulangkaLAya  eeriraNdil onRilum piRanthilEn 

nalangkaLAya naRkalaikaL nAlilum navinRilEn 

pulankaLaindum venRilEn, poRiyilEn, punitha! nin 

ilangu pAthamanRi maRROr paRRilEn em eecanE! 

 ---Thirucchantha-viruttham 90 

Meaning: 

Oh, the Holiest! Our Lord! I have not been born in any of the four castes. 
Hence, I could not learn the four VEdas. I have not even controlled my senses 
and therefore, I am caught in whirlpool of sensual objects. Hence, I don’t have 
any means other than Your bright Feet! 

This verse reveals a beautiful conversation between the AzhvAr and the Lord: 

AzhvAr: I want to attain You, Oh Lord! 

Lord : Do you have anything by which you can attain Me? 

AzhvAr: “epabiyiEl[f” , “poRiyilEn” -- I am under the control of my sense 
organs, Lord! 

Lord: Have you not controlled your senses? 

AzhvAr: No. Lord. “p<l[fkAqnfTmf ev[fbiEl[f”, “pulankaLaindum venRilEn” -
- I have been wandering wherever the senses dragged me. I could not control 
any of the senses. 

Lord: Have you not studied scriptures which teach how to control the senses? 
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For example, I have spoken about it in the Gita as follows: 

yttae ýip kaENtey pué;Sy ivpiít>,  

#iNÔyai[ àmawIin hriNt às_a< mn>. 

yatatO hyApi KauntEya puruShasya vipishcitah | 

indriyANi pramatheeni haranti prasabham manah || 

  ---Gita, 2-60 

Meaning: 

Even in the case of the wise men who strive to control them, the senses prove 
rebellious, and carry away the mind forcibly. 

tain svaRi[ s<yMy yu´ AasIt mTpr>, 

vze ih ySyeiNÔyai[ tSy à}a àit:iQta.  

tAni sarvANi samyamy yukta Aseeta matparah | 

vaSE hi yasya indriyANi tasya prajn~A prtishThitA ||  

   ---Gita, 2-61 

Meaning: 

After subduing them all, he should be in meditation, holding Me as the Supreme. 
His knowledge is well established, whose senses are in subjection. 

The BrahadAraNyakOpanishad also speaks about controlling the senses: 

zaNtae daNt %prtiStit]u> smaihtae _aUTva AaTmNyevaTman< pZyet! ,   



 

157 

sadagopan.org 

SAntO dAnta uparatastitikshuh samAhitO bhootvA AatmanyEvAtmAnam 
paSyEt |  --Br.Up. 4-4-23 

Meaning: 

Tranquil in mind, with the senses restrained, having given up desires, resigned 
and patient, and absorbed in meditation, let a man see the ParamAtma 
indwelling in his self. 

Have you not studied these scriptures? 

AzhvAr: “nlgfkqay nbfkAlkqf naliLmf nvi[fbiEl[f” , “nalangkaLAya 
naRkalaikaL nAlilum navinRilEn” -- I have not studied any of the four VEdas, 
Lord. 

Lord: As the first step to control the senses is the study of these scriptures, 
why haven’t you learnt them? 

AzhvAr: Oh Lord, “Klgfkqay :air]fFlf o[fbiLmf pibnftiEl[f” , 
“kulangkaLAya  eeriraNdil onRilum piRanthilEn” -- I have not been born in any of 
the four castes. Only those who are born in one of the first three castes are 
qualified to study the VEdas. Had I been born in the fourth caste, I would have 
had at least an opportunity to serve those belonging to superior three castes 
and would have earned the chance of taking the next birth in one of them. I am 
not that fortunate, my Lord. 

Lord: If you have no means to prevent your involvement in the senses, what 
other means, you think, you have? 

AzhvAr: “ni[f ;lgfK patm[fbi mbfEbaaf pbfbiEl[f” , “nin ilangu pAthamanRi 
maRROr paRRilEn” -- However much darkness is there, it can be driven out by 
an equally bright lamp. Like that, for a person as I am who have nothing to give 
as recompense and no other person to help me, I have no other means but the 
Feet of Yours Who is known for great compassion to grace such people. 
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“'mf :cE[!”, “em eesanE!” -- You are our Ruler, we are Your servants. Except 
this relationship, I don’t have any qualification nor do I have any other refuge, 
my Lord! 

This fact is shown from another angle by SwAmi Desikan through another 
quotation which is from SrI NammAzhvAr: 

'[f na[f ecyfEk[f? yaEr kAqk]f? '[fA[ '[fecyfki[fbayf? 

u[f[allflalf yavraLmf o[fBmf KAb Ev]fEd[f ! 

k[f[aaf mtiqfVzf KdnfAtkf kidnftayf ! `FEy[Rva]aqf 

ec[f[aqf 'nfnaqf? `nfnaqf u[taqf piFtfEt eclkfkaE].   

en nAn ceykEn? yArE kaLaikaN? Ennai en ceikinRAi? 

unnAlallAl yAvarAlum onRum kuRai vENdEn! 

kannAr mathiLsoozh kudanthaik kidanthAi! adiyEnaruvANAL 

cennAL ennAL? annAL unathAL piditthE celakkANE.                 

  ---ThiruvAimozhi, 5-8-3 

Meaning: 

Oh Lord, reclining at Thirukkudanthai! I am not in a fit position to resort to any 
means to attain You. What can I do? Who can save me? Why do You compel me 
to do impossible rites? Please listen. I do not need any procedure or a person 
except You to attain You. Hence, however long it may be, I will cling only to 
Your feet as a refuge. I am firm in this. 

This kind of firmness is created in the sAttvika jIva’s mind that cannot be 
shaken by any doubt or another person. This is yet another favour conferred by 
the Lord, says, SwAmi Desikan. 
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'kudanthai kidanthAi' - SrI SaarangapANi PerumAL 
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SECTION – 5 (26) 

(27 Favours of the Lord leading to the means for MOKSHAM)   

In the previous sub-section, it was shown by Swami Desikan how the Lord 
helped the sAttvika jIva to stand firmly on his determination to depend solely 
on the Lord Himself for his salvation. He did not yield to any doubt to arise in 
this resolve, nor did he turn to another person other than the Lord. Now what 
is left is the action of surrender which is dealt with, in this sub-section by 
SwAmi Desikan:  

(26) “vlflpaiC vRvipfpErlf” '[fkibpFEy  AyTnmak ~caafy 

MktftaElyatlf,  “parmaiwRk-_agvt!-cr[arivNd-zr[agit> ywaviSwta Aivrta 

AStu me” '[fkib SvVyapartftaElyatlf, vzIkr[-ivze;tftiEl nmfAm %*u´af 

~kfki[Tv<mf; 

(26) “vallaparisu varuvipparEl” enkiRapadiyE, ayatnamAka AchArya-
mukhatthAlEyAthal, “pAramArthika-bhagavat- caraNAravinda-SaraNAgatih- 
yathAvasthitA aviratA astu mE” enkiRa svavyApArat-thAlEyAthal, 
vaSeekaraNa - viSeshatthilE nammai udyuktar Akkinathuvum; 

It was highlighted by SrI Thirumazhisai AzhvAr in the verse quoted in the 
previous sub-section that even those who are not of the three higher castes 
and are prohibited from the study of the Vedic scriptures and to perform rites 
prescribed in the VEdas, can also attain the Lord, through surrender at His 
feet. Prapatti, though prescribed in the VEdas, is open to all castes. However, 
one should have special qualifications to adopt prapatti, which is also known as 
“nyAsa vidyA”. The foremost requirement is that he should not resort to any 
other means in the quest for the desired goal. 
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There are two aspects of the qualification: 

1) One should have desire for the goal and 

2) the ability to adopt the means for the desired result. 

The distinction comes among the persons who desire to attain the Lord, 
pertaining to the type of means (upAya) to be adopted. Those who are qualified 
to study Vedic Scriptures, and those who are not. The first type is free to 
choose either the bhakti-yOga or prapatti. People of the second type are left 
with prapatti alone, as they are not eligible to adopt bhakti-yoga. But for 
adopting prapatti, the aspirant for mOksha should have certain special 
qualifications, namely, Akinchanya and ananya-gatitva. Akinchanya means the 
inability to adopt any upAya; ananya-gatitva means absence of any other 
interest than mOksha and to any other refuge than BhagavAn. The second 
qualification is implicit in the former, namely, aversion to all other interests. 

In regard to prapatti, there are two types: ukti-nishtA and AchArya nishtA. 
The first one is done by one who can utter the sentence taught to him by his 
AchArya, directly to the Lord in the presence of the AchArya. The latter type 
is for one who is solely dependent on the AchArya, in the execution of prapatti 
on his behalf. Here, the dependence on the AchArya is total. In the former 
type, the prapatti is self-performed one, as guided by the AchArya. 

In this sub-section, SwAmi Desikan shows these two types of prapatti through 
two illustrations, one for the AchArya nishtA and the other for the ukti-
nishtA. 

SwAmi Desikan explains the AchArya niShtA first: 

“vlflpaiC vRvipfpErlf” '[fkibpFEy,  AyTnmak ~caafy 

MktftaElyatlf, 

“vallaparisu varuvipparEl” enkiRapadiyE, ayatnamAka AchArya-



 

162 

sa
da

go
pa

n.
or

g 

mukhatthAlEyAthal -- 

Performing prapatti through the medium of the AchArya is illustrated with a 
quote from the NAchiyAr Thirumozhi of SrI ANdAL, “vlflpaiC vRvipfpErlf”,  
“vallaparisu varuvipparEl”. We shall consider the entire verse: 

nlfl '[fEtazi ! nakA]miAc nmfpraf 

eclfvaf epaiyaf ciBma[idvaf namf ecyfvet[f? 

vilflip<TAv vidfDcitftaf tgfkqf EtvAr 

vlflpaiC vRvipfpErlf, `T ka]fDEm. 

nalla en thOzhi! nAkaNaimisai namparar 

celvar periyar ciRumAnitavar nAm ceyvathen? 

Villi puduvai vittu citthar thangkaL thEvarai 

vallaparisu varuvipparEl athu kANdumE. 

  --nAchiyAr Thirumozhi, 10-10 

Meaning: 

My dear friend! Our Lord Who is reclining on the bed of Adi Sesha is the 
richest and the Supreme.  But we are small people. What can we do? If VishNu 
Chitta of Sri Villiputthoor does something to bring the Lord before me, then we 
can worship Him. 

The main thrust of this verse is that, we should get whatever we desire only 
through the AchArya. If, independent of the AchArya, we try, we will not be 
able to get the Lord on our own. 

Swami Desikan says, one can try to attain the Lord through the AchArya, 

without trying directly: “AyTnmak ~caafy MktftaElyatlf”, “ayatnamAka 
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AchArya-mukhatthAlEyAthal”.  This is the AchArya-niShtA. 

 

Everything should be got through AchAryan! 

Secondly, SwAmi Desikan indicates the ukti-nishtA: “parmaiwRk-_agvt!-          

cr[ar ivNd-zr[agit> ywav iSwta Aivrta  ASt u  m e ”  '[fk ib 

SvVyapartftaElyatlf,--“pAramArthika-bhagavat-caraNAravinda-SaraNAgatih 
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yathAvasthitA aviratA astu mE” enkiRa svavyApArtthAlEyAthal  -- 

The quote is from the SaraNAgati-gadyam of SrIbhAshyakAra: 

parmaiwRk _agv½r[arivNdyugl @ekaiNtk AaTyiNtk pr_ai´ pr}an prm_ai´k«t pirpU

[R Anvrt inTyivzdtm AnNyàyaejn Anvixkaitzyiày _agvdnu_avjint 

Anvixkaitzy àIitkairt Aze;avSwaeict Aze;ze;tEkritêp inTykE»yR àaPType]ya 

parmaiwRkI _agv½r[arivNd zr[agit> ywaviSwta Aivrta AStu me,                                         

pAramArthika bhagavat SaraNAravinda-yugala aikAntika Atyantika parabhakti 
parajn~Ana paramabhakti-kruta paripoorNa anavarata nityaviSadatama ananya-
prayOjana anavadhikAtiSayapriya bhagavad-anubhava-janita anavadhikAtiSaya 
preetikArita aSEshAvasthOcita aSEsha-SEshataikaratiroopa nityakainkarya 
prAptyapEkhayA pAramArthikee bhagavat SaraNaravinda SaraNAgatih 
yathAvasthitA aviratA astu mE |    

 ---SarANAgati-gadyam-2 

Meaning: 

Parabhakti (high-devotion), parajn~Ana (high-knowledge) and parama-bhakti 
(highest-devotion) relate to the lotus feet of the Lord. Through the faithful 
devotion, one obtains the continuous, eternal and extremely pure enjoyment, of 
BhagavAn, which does not depend on anything else and which has neither a 
parallel nor a superior enjoyment. That experience leads to the rendering of all 
forms of service appropriate to all states and situations and to eternal service. 
For attaining it, the only means is a sincere and faithful SaraNAgati at the 
lotus feet of BhagavAn. I pray You, Mother, SrI, to grace me with that kind of 
continuous and unending SaraNAgati. 

“'[fkib SvVyapartftaElyatlf,” , “enkiRa svavyApArat-thAlEyAthal”  -- Or 
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adopting this kind of self-made effort, 

“vzIkr[-ivze;tftiEl nmfAm %*u´af ~kfki[Tv<mf;”, “vaSeekaraNa - 

viSEshatthilE  nammai  udyuktar Akkinathuvum;” -- Enabling us to make a special 
effort to charm the Lord. 

The message is that surrender, that is, SaraNAgati is a kind of vidyA, in 
adopting which we are being guided by the Lord Himself. This is another favour, 
which the Lord has conferred on the sAttvika jIvas, SwAmi Desikan has 
pointed out in this sub-section. 
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SECTION – 5 (27) 

(27 Favours of the Lord leading to the means for MOKSHAM) 

In the previous sub-section, SwAmi Desikan described the favour done by the 
Lord in prompting the sAttvika jIvas to resort to prapatti either through the 
AchArya or directly with the help of the Acharya. What is the difference 
between these two types? 

In the AchArya-nishta, the Acharya surrenders at the feet of the Lord on 
behalf of the disciple, who will be just present in the scene. The Acharya takes 
the responsibility of surrendering the jIva who is his disciple. In this, the 
disciple, whose prapatti is included in the AchArya’s prapatti, has to follow all 
the rules strictly in the post-prapatti life. Any lapse on his part may affect not 
only the disciple but also the AchArya who has taken the whole responsibility on 
himself out of compassion. 

This is not the case with regard to the ukti-nishta, in which the disciple is 
responsible for observing or non-observing the rules in the post-prapatti life. 
His AchArya will not be affected by any lapse on his part. 

SrI ParAsara Bhattar refers to these two types of prapatti in a verse in 
SrIrangarAjastavam: 

tv _arae=hmkairi; xaimRkE> zr[imTyip vacmudEirrm!, 

#it ssai]kyiÚdm* ma< k…é _ar< tv r¼xurNxr.     

tava bharOhamakAriShi dhArmikaih  

    SarNamityApi vAcamudairiram | 

iti sasAkshikayannidamadya mAm  
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 Oh Ranganatha, You are responsible for me! 
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  kuru bharam tava rangadhurandhara ||      

 ---- SrIrangarAjastavam, uttara Satakam, Slokam 102 

Meaning: 

Oh RanganAtha! adiyEn was submitted to You as Your responsibility by the 
dhArmika AchAryas. adiyEn also uttered the word “SaraNam”. Please take me 
under your care in recognition of these two actions. 

It may appear from this verse that one has to practice both the uktis. But it is 
not so. This is cleared by the word, “api” in the verse and therefore, any one of 
these will suffice. So explains SwAmi Desikan in SrImad rahasyatraya sAram. 

SwAmi Desikan speaks about the AchArya-ukti in a verse in his nyAsatilakam: 

ANxae=nNx ¢h[ vzgae yait r¼ez yÖt! 

    p¼unERka k…hr inihtae nIyte naivken, 

 _au“e _aaeganividt n&p> sevkSya_aRkaid> 

    TvTs<àaPtaE à_avit twa deizkae me dya¦u>. 

andhOnandha grahaNa vaSagO  

    yAti rangESa yadvat 

pangurnaikA kuhara nihitO  

    neeyatE nAvikEna | 

 bhunktE bhOgAnavidita nrupah  

    sEvakasyArbhakAdih 
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tvatsamprAptau prabhavati tathA  

    dESikO mE dayALuh ||   

   ---nyAsa-tilakam, 21 

Meaning: 

RanganAtha! A blind man holds on to a man who has good sight and goes about. A 
lame man is brought and placed in the centre of a boat and is taken across a 
stream by the boatman. The children and other relations, of a Royal servant, 
who are unaware of the king, enjoy pleasures which the servant brings home 
from the palace. So, in the matter of my attaining Thee, my compassionate 
AchArya has the power. 

Prapatti is the final of the means which helps to attain the goal, that is, the 
Lord. In order to adopt this most beneficial practice, the sAttvika jIvas are 
helped by the Lord, says SwAmi Desikan: 

(27) 'lfAlyak ApvgR-%paytftiEl pafyvsipfpikfkib suk«t-ivze;tfAt 

viAqtftTv<mf -- AnukMpEyi{Ady AvaNtr-%pkargfkqf.  

(27) ellaiyAka apavarga-upAyatthilE paryavasippikkiRa sukruta-viSEshatthai 
viLaitthathuvm  -- anukampaiyinudaiya avasara-upakArangkaL. 

Among the various means for attaining salvation, prapatti is the highest. To 
enable the jIva to adopt this means is a special favour done by the Lord. With 
this, a total of 27 favours have been conferred on the sAttvika jIvas. All these 
are intermediate favors done by the Lord, Who is the compassion incarnate. 
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SECTION – 5.1    

(The favours conferred by the Lord are countless)   

After listing out the 27 major favours conferred by the Lord leading the jIva 
towards the highest good, SwAmi Desikan says, the actual number is limitless as 
there are numerous favours in-between the major ones. These favours cannot 
be counted even by the Lord: 

“;nft p>afv upkargfkAq safEvcfvr[f ecyft kalgfkqiEl namf 

`biymadfdaAmyaLmf,  àit-buÏkaltftilf `vbfbi[f AvaNtr-ivze;gfkqf   

']f]i MFyeva]f]aAmyaLmf, “`tfta nI ecyft[ `FEy[f `biEy[f” 

'[fB ;Rkfkpf pfrapftmf. A}at-suk«tmf Mtlak kal ttftfvMqfq       

tA[y<mf ;cfEct[[f ecyfy<mf `NPl vfyapargfkqf 'lflamf “yt! ikiÂt! 

vtRte lake”, “ni[fb[af ;Rnft[af kidnft[af tiainft[af”, “'[f[alf `Adpfp< 

nIkfeka]f]aT ;AbyvE[ '[f[alf ecybfpalet[f?”, “'[f na[f  

ecyfEk[f, yaEr kAqk]f?” ;tfyatikqibfpFEy $ñr-AxIngfkqayf 

AnNtgfkqayf ndkfki[fb[vaAkyaEl, ;vbfBkfK $ñr-buiÏyaLmf      

']f]ilfAlyayiEb ;RpfpT.” 

“intha poorvOpakArangkaLai sarvESvaran ceytha kAlangkaLilE nAm 
aRiyamAttAmaiyAlum, prathi-buddha-kAlatthil avaRRin avAntara-vishEshangkaL 
eNNi mudiyavoNNAmaiyAlum, “atthA nee ceithana adiyEn aRiyEn” enRu irukkap 
prAptam. Ajn~Ata-sukrutam muthalAka kAla thattvamuLLathanaiyum 
iccEthanan ceyyum anukoola vyApArangkaL ellAm “yat kincit vartatE lOkE”, 
“ninRanar kidanthanar thirinthanar”, “ennAl adaippu neekkoNNAthu iRaiyavanE! 
ennAl ceyaRpAlathen?”, “en nAn ceykEn; yArE kaLaikaN?” ityAdikaLin-padiyE 
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eeshvara-adheenangkaLAy, anantangkLAy, nadakkinRanavAkaiyAlE ivaRRukku 
eeshvara-bhuddhiyAlum eNNillaiyAyiRE iruppathu.” 

The favours conferred so far by the Lord are preliminary, says SwAmi Desikan: 

“;nft p>afv upkargfkAq safEvcfvr[f ecyft kalgfkqiEl namf 

`biymadfdaAmyaLmf,” 

“intha poorvOpakArangkaLai sarvESvaran ceytha kAlangkaLilE nAm 
aRiyamAttAmaiyAlum,”  -- 

However, the jIva was not aware of the fact that the Lord was helping him at 
every stage. He did not even know why and when the Lord started doing these 
favours. Truly he would not have known, as the Lord took note of some 

unintentional good act done by this jIva. It is called, “A}at-suk«t<”, “ajn~Ata- 

sukrutam”. This act of the jIva, even though it was committed unintentionally, 
moved the Lord’s heart which is full of compassion, as He was waiting for at 
least one among the countless jIvas to turn towards Him. The Lord took note of 
this unintentional good act seriously and started showing interest in this 
particular jIva. As far as He is concerned, it looked a very rare case deserving 
His compassion. So this series of favours started in this way. Still there was a 
long way to go for the Lord. He put all His attention on this particular jIva in 
order to shape him to fit for attaining His abode. He was in such a desperate 
condition, one must admit. And the jIva too is following the lead set by the 
Lord, but that too without any intention, as indicated by SwAmi Desikan. 

When the jIva realized that he had been helped by the Lord, he could not count 
the number of favours he had received from the Lord. He tells the Lord, “I 
don’t know how much You helped me, Oh Lord!” Thus quotes SwAmi Desikan 
from ThiruvAimozhi of  SrI nammAzhvAr: 

àit-buÏkaltftilf `vbfbi[f AvaNtr-ivze;gfkqf ']f]i MFy          

eva]f]aAmyaLmf, “`tfta nI ecyft[ `FEy[f `biEy[f” 
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'[fB ;Rkfkpf pfrapftmf.  

“prathi-buddha-kAlatthil avaRRin avAntara-vishEshangkaL eNNi 
mudiyavoNNAmaiyAlum, ‘atthA nee ceithana adiyEn aRiyEn’ enRu irukkap 
prAptam. 

Let us see the verse to which the quoted words belong: 

otftaaf mikfkaAr ;Alyay mamaya 

otftayf 'pfepaRdfKmf uyirayf, '[fA[pfepbfb 

`tftayayftf tnfAtyayf `biyat[ `bivitft 

`tfta nI ecyft[ `FEy[f `biEyE[.         

otthAr mikkArai ilaiyAya mAmAyA 

ottAy epporutkum uyirAy ennaip peRRa 

atthAyAyt thanthaiyAy aRiyAthana aRivittha 

atthA!  nee ceythana adiyEn aRiyEnE.” 

  ---ThiruvAimozhi, 2-3-2 

Meaning: 

Oh Lord! You have neither an equal nor a superior! You are endowed with 
wonderful qualities! You took births like any ordinary person. You are the soul 
of all. You did favours to me as my mother, as my father and as my AchArya and 
taught me everything that was unknown to me earlier. I do not know how much 
You helped me. 

Here, it would be worthwhile to recall the discussion that arose during the 
kAlakshEpam of SrIbhAshyakAra. When this verse came up for consideration, a 
question was raised as to who was the first guru for the Atma. Some replied 
that AchArya was the first guru. Some others said the person who had taken 
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him to an AchArya was the first guru. At the end, Sri EmbAr said that the Lord 
was the first guru as He, being the inner soul, prompted the jIvatmA to agree 
to approach an AchArya. 

 

The Lord is the first guru! 
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The same fact is reflected by SwAmI Desikan thus: 

“A}at-suk«tmf Mtlak kal ttftfvMqfqtA[y<mf ;cfEct[[f ecyfy<mf 

`NPl vfyapargfkqf 'lflamf “yt! ikiÂt! vtRte lake”, “ni[fb[af ;Rnft[af 

kidnft[af tiainft[af”,  

“'[f[alf `Adpfp< nIkfeka]f]aT ;AbyvE[ '[f[alf ecybfpalet[f?”, 

“'[f na[f ecyfEk[f, yaEr kAqk]f?” ;tfyatikqibfpFEy $ñr-xIngfkqayf 

AnNtgfkqayf ndkfki[fb[vaAkyaEl, ;vbfBkfK $ñr-buiÏyaLmf       

']f]iAlyayiEb ;RpfpT.” 

“Ajn~Ata-sukrutam muthalAka kAla thattvamuLLathanaiyum ic-cEthanan 
ceyyum anukoola vyApArangkaL ellAm, “yat kincit vartatE lOkE”, “ninRanar 
kidanthanar thrinthanar”, “ennAl adaippu neekkoNNAthu iRaiyavanE! ennAl 
ceyaRpAlathen?”, “en nAn ceykEn; yArE kaLaikaN?” ityAdikaLin-padiyE 
eeSvara-adheenangkaLAy anantangkLAy nadakkinRana-vAkaiyAlE ivaRRukku 
eeSvara-bhuddhiyAlm eNNillaiyAyiRE iruppathu.” 

The essence of this sentence can be put as follows by rearranging the words: 

“A}at-suk«tmf Mtlak kal ttftfvMqfqtA[y<mf ;cfEct[[f ecyfy<mf 

`NPl vfyapargfkqf 'lflamf, $ñr-AxIngfkqayf AnNtgfkqayf ndkfki[fb

[vaAkyaEl, ;vbfBkfK   $ñr-buiÏyaLmf ']f]iAlyayiEb ;RpfpT.” 

“Ajn~Ata-sukrutam muthalAka kAla thattvam-uLLathanaiyum iccEthanan 
ceyyum anukoola vyApArangkaL ellAm, eeSvara-adheenangkaLAy, anantangkLAy, 
nadakkinRana-vAkaiyAlE ivaRRukku eeShvara-bhuddhiyAlm eNNillaiyAyiRE 
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iruppathu.” 

-- Right from the good act done unintentionally, all the good actions of the jIva 
during his existence in this world have been numerous; and though they were 
under the sway of the Lord, even He cannot count them. 

That is, even the Lord who was the cause for all these favours done to the jIva 
cannot know how many they are. 

In support of this, SwAmi Desikan gives a number of quotations. We shall see 

the first quote: “yt! ikiÂt! vtRte lake”,  “yat kincit vartatE lOkE” -- this is from 

a MahAbhArata sloka: 

yt! ikiÂt! vtRte laeke sv¡ tNmiÖceiòtm!,   

ANyae ýNyi½Ntyit SvCDNd< ivdxaNyhm!.  

yat kincit vartatE lOkE sarvam tanmad-vicEshTitam | 

anyO hyanyaccintayati svacchaNdam vidadhAmyaham || 

 ---MahAbhArata, SAnti Parva 359-56 

Meaning: 

This is spoken by the Lord: “All happenings in the world are mine. Others think 
something else. I alone act according to what I think”. 

Now, there may be a query: The Lord’s role is just prompting the jIvas to act, 
but the actual execution of the acts desired by Him was done by the jIvas, is it 
not? So, the jIvas are free to act or not, isn’t it? 

The answer is “No”, says SwAmi Desikan. He explains that the jIvas’ actions are 
also under His control. Without His consent, no one can act. In support of this, 
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he gives the next quote:  “ni[fb[af ;Rnft[af kidnft[af tiainft[af” , 
“ninRanar irunthinar kidanthanar thirinthanar”. This quote is from a verse in 
SrI naMMAzhvAr’s ThiruvAimozhi: 

ni[fb[af ;Rnft[af kidnft[af tiainft[af 

ni[fbilaf ;Rnftilaf kidnftilaf tiainftilaf 

'[fBemaaiylfvi[af '[ niA[vaiyvaf 

'[fBemaaiylfevaD ni[fb evnftidEr.       

ninRanar irunthanar kidanthanar thirinthanar 

ninRilar irunthilar kidanthilar thirinthilar 

enRumor-iyalvinar ena ninaivariyavar 

enRumor-iyalvodu ninRa venthidarE.   

   ---ThiruvAimozhi, 1-1-6 

In this verse, the AzhvAr asserts that all activities and inactions are also under 
His control. 

Meaning: 

Those who stand, sit, lie down or move about here and there, as well as they 
remain inactive - all are under His control. All actions and inactions are subject 
to His Will (sankalpa). It cannot be said that He is of a particular nature, but at 
the same time He is unchangeable and beyond all observed changes of the 
world. So declare the scriptural authorities. 

SrI nammAzhvAr himself says, we are not at all fit to determine Your nature. 
What else can we do? The next quote is again from this AzhvAr’s verse only: 

“'[f[alf `Adpfp< nIkfeka]f]aT ;AbyvE[ '[f[alf           

ecybfpalet[f?” , 
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“ennAl adaippu neekkoNNAthu iRaiyavanE ennAl ceyaRpAlathen?”   

-- Let us see the full verse: 

;Avy[fEb nlfl ;Avy[fEb tIy 

;Avey[fbiAv `bivE[Lmf - ;Aveylflamf 

'[f[alf `Adpfp< nIkfeka]f]aT ;AbyvE[  

'[f[alf ecybfpalT '[f? 

ivaiyanRE nalla ivaiyanRE theeya 

ivaiyenRivai aRivanElum - ivaiyellAm 

ennAl adaippu neekkoNNAthu iRaiyavanE!  

ennAl ceyaRpAlathu en? 

   ---Periya ThiruvanthAthi - 3 

Meaning: 

Even though I know that what is not good and what is good, I am unfit to 
observe this in practice. Oh Lord, You are the real controller. What is there for 
me to do? 

Even if one is sure of what is to be done and what is not, that is, if he has 
discriminatory knowledge, he cannot bring it into practice as he himself is under 
the will of the Lord. Hence, everything is to be left to Him. The only thing we 
can do is, to place ourselves at His feet, that is, to adopt prapatti. There is no 
alternative. This is expressed by the AzhvAr himself in another verse, as 
quoted by SwAmi Desikan, “'[f na[f ecyfEk[f, yaEr kAqk]f?”, “en nAn 
ceykEn; yArE kaLaikaN?”. Let us see the full verse: 

'[f na[f ecyfEk[f? yaEr kAqk]f? '[fA[ '[fecyfki[fbayf? 

u[f[allflalf yavraLmf o[fBmf KAb Ev]fEd[f! 

k[f[aaf mtiqfVzf KdnfAtkf kidnftayf! `FEy[Rva]aqf 
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ec[f[aqf 'nfnaqf? `nfnaqf u[taqf piFtfEt eclkfkaE]. 

en nAn ceykEn? yArE kaLaikaN? Ennai en ceikinRAi? 

unnAlallAl yAvarAlum onRum kuRai vENdEn! 

kannAr mathiLcoozh kudanthaik kidanthAi! adiyEnaruvANAL 

cennAL ennAL? annAL unathAL piditthE celakkANE. 

  ---ThiruvAimozhi, 5-8-3 

Meaning: 

Oh Lord reclining at Thirukkudanthai! I am not in a fit position to resort to any 
means to attain You. What can I do? Who can save me? Why do You compel me 
to do impossible rites? Please listen. I do not need any procedure or a person 
except You to attain You. Hence, however long it may be, I will cling only to 
Your feet as a refuge.  I am firm in this. 

Thus, whether we are aware or not, all our activities are as per His will. We 
cannot keep a count of these good activities which led us to near Him, since we 
acted according to His Will. He also cannot keep an account of them, because 
they are countless. With this statement, SwAmi Desikan ends this Chapter. 

Thus Ends Chapter I of SrI UpakAra Sangraham of SrI NigamAnta MahA 
Desikan. 

SrImate nigamAnta mahAdesikAya namah 
SrImate SrI lakshmInrsimha  divyapAdukAsevaka SrI vaN SaThakopa  

SrI nArAyana yateendra mahAdesikAya Namah 

dAsan,  

Anbil S. SrInivAsan 

(TO BE CONTINUED - CHAPTER 2 IN VOLUME 3) 
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Lord of Thirukkudanthai! 

(Thanks: SrI Kesavan of Balaji Mandir) 
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34 VaradarAja Pancasat 55 Bhagavan nAma sahasram - 3 

35 Vishnu SUktham 56 Apamarjana Stotram 

36 ThirutheRRiambalam 57 PerumAL Thirumozhi 

37 Varaha Puranam 58 Jitante Stotram - Vol 1 

38 Vasudeva PunyahavAcanam 59 Jitante Stotram - Vol 2 
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